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My name is Snerrgl Hauck and 1 live in the Town of New Fairfield, CT. 1am
the Prou& parent of a beautiful, inte”igent and courageous dgslexic and am
thankful for the oPPortunitg to testhcg todag. l suppor’c Senate Bill No.
1054, An Act Concerning Students with Dgslexia as it relates to teacher
education. My dgslexic could be the Poster child for this bill!

Last l:cbruarg, at the age of 17, my daugntcr Lexiwas diagnosed with
dgslexia. A second semester hign school senior, Lexi was Privatelg tested
bg three exPerts. All revealed scores that ranked her in the 1st Percentile
and lower for rea&ing and math. Her Proﬁle was labeled “a crisis, lethal and
ProFound.” Tragica”g, Lexi graduate& nigh school with the readingﬂuencg

Og a SCCOI’]C] gracler.

exi’s situation was a paintul reals iven the tact she was under the
Lexi’s situati painful reality given the fact sh der th
guidance of sPeciaI education since first grade and achieved onlg As & B’s
roughout high school. usband an rusted our schoo
throughout high school. My husband and 1 trusted hool
ProchsionaIs who maintaine& our daugntcr was a model student and tna’c
ner stru Ies were due to Focus Issues. SChOOI testing never Found Lexito
28 S
be lcarning clisabled, and standardized testing (with our school district’s
emphasis of “teaching to the test”) did our daughter a grave disservice.
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Lexi had all the earlg warning signs for clgslexia tnougn I did not understand
the sgmptoms of this diverse language disabilitg. During her elementarg
school years, Lexi struggled with spe”ing, rhgming, tying her shoelaces and



confused her left and rigrnt. She often lost her Place reading text and 20
minutes of homework turned into two tear filled hours. By middle school,
Lexi would rather I read to her and had dirﬁcultg getting thoughts on paper.
She could not tell time on an analog clock and strugglec{ to open the
combination lock on her locker, traits Prevalent In some dgslexics. Todag,
Lexi reads Paimcuug slow with little comPrehension, does not have the ability

to sound out words and has dhaﬁcultg retrieving words on command.

Iif the initiatives for teachers that are Proposed in this bill were in Place when
Lexi was in kinclergarten, the earlg warning signs for clgslexia would have
been recognizecl and researched based interventions could have been put
in Place. Instead, my daughter's &9slexia was dismissed }og our affluent and
educated Fairfield County School District and my bright high school
graduate was sent out into the world without the abilitg to read.

A Iearning Aisabilitg that goes unnoticed sets the stage for at risk behaviors
and clepression in our young, A teacher educated about clgslexia can
Prevent years of struggle or failure and the thinking that I’mjust not smart
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